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Bullying assembly delivers key message
By Brenna Merry

NHS no longer using the honor system
By James McKay

With this year’s leadership change, the G. Ray
Bodley High School chapter of the National
Honor Society has also made a controversial
policy change.
Advisor Mrs. Ryan recently announced that
members of the National Honor Society will
be required to keep records of their commu-
nity service and report the hours in mandatory
monthly meetings. Anyone not meeting mini-
mum requirements will be labeled as, “not in
good standing.” While this might sound like
the system that was already in place, it is in-
deed different because it is actually the enforce-
ment that has changed.
   In previous years, students have been given
the opportunity to attend the annual induction
ceremony and sign up for a few community
service activities. Other than that, there have
really been no formal meetings or even hour-
checks. Although members knew that they

were supposed to perform a set number of com-
munity service hours each year, most probably
did not actually perform them. Those who did
received no extra recognition (at least not pub-
licly). This year, anyone who is not meeting
the standards will be noticed, and subsequently
chastised.
   Do new measures like this imply that the

be upset about reporting their hours? Students
weighed in on both sides of the argument.
   Senior Dylan Rizzo commented on the new
policy, saying, “It’s
ridiculous! They should trust the members to
do what is expected of them.”
Mark Bailey, a member of the National Honor
Society summed up his opinion with one word.
“Absurd!”
   Other students felt the opposite, however. “I
think the kids in Honor Society should already
be reporting their hours. They are good kids,
and should have taken the initiative already,”
stated member Hunter Gorton. Advisor Mrs.
Ryan seemed to have a similar opinion, stat-
ing that, “if you want to be in Honor Society,
you need to be devoted to service. It is dis-
turbing to me that students could be upset by
needing to report their hours. If they don’t want
to do it, they shouldn’t be in the group.”
   In the meantime the NHS will hold a man-
datory meeting today after school in room 141.

members cannot be trusted? If the members
are not hiding anything, then why should they

“Anyone can be a hero.” This was one of the
prominent messages in the School Bullying
assembly on Friday, September 24 at G. Ray
Bodley High School. Often times students do
not see the significance in attending these as-
semblies, however, this was a topic that hit
home to all. In honor of October being Na-
tional Bullying Prevention month the school
sat before two speakers, Dr. Cynthia Roundy
and Mr. Bob Ward. Both of these adults have
had their lives strongly affected by the actions
of a bully.
   Dr. Roundy grew up in an area in Syracuse
where she was harassed for three and a half
years. Since a young age she felt so in danger
that she felt the need to carry a knife with her
to her car. “In my life carrying a knife was just
as much a normal behavior as bullying,”
Roundy stated. There are four people in a bul-
lying situation; the bully, the bystanders, the
followers and the victim. In Roundy’s situa-
tion she was the victim while being harassed
by a bully. In addition she was being bullied

by the bully’s friends who were the “follow-
ers” who “fed off the bully shark.” During this
time her entire school provided the bystand-
ers, as they did nothing to stand up for her.
   Mr. Ward, a former Secret Service guard for
President George Bush and V-P Dan Quayle,
although not personally abused, saw the results
of bullying through his kids troubles. He said,
“seeing my kids go through that hardship was
harder than if I had to do it myself.” In addi-
tion to this he experienced the backlash of bul-
lying through a high school experience in
which he took the time to stand up for a stu-
dent in a wheel chair who was being oppressed.
Dr. Roundy called Mr. Ward her “body guard”
due to his physical stature. This goes to show
that just because you’re a big guy does not
mean you need to use your strength for bad or
laugh at the actions of the people who pick on
smaller kids.
   Due to their personal life struggles with bul-
lying, these two speakers had great passion
about the issue, which showed in the way that
their message was avidly portrayed. Ward’s
actions help him prove true to students that you

do not need to follow the crowd. Those who
stand and watch bullying are just as guilty as
those physically acting. Especially since bul-
lies actions are driven by the need for atten-
tion, therefore when you stand and watch them
you are fueling their fire. Mr. Ward stated, “It’s
your choice not to be an innocent bystander.”
Students need to realize that one movement
starts a wave.
   If you see bullying, you are advised to “Re-
port! Report! Report!” Due to the new anti
bullying law passed on September 8, 2010 your
reports need to be sent to the New York State
Department of Education and taken seriously.
This answered the worry of one student attend-
ing the assembly who asked, “What if report-
ing the bullying leads to an increase in the bul-
lying?” Being called a “tattle tale” is a fear
among students when these issues erupt, but
thanks to this new law that is not a problem.
Although the speakers strongly advised stu-
dents to intervene in school bullying they em-
phasized the need to do so in a way that does
not put them into danger.

(continued on page 3)
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Key message obscured by immature behavior
By Kirsten Francis

RECYCLE & SAVE
Bring in your empty haircare
product (any brand) and receive

      20% OFF
any professional product of ours!

Ref le ctions
-THE- Sa lon & More

608 South 4th Street-Fulton

Call for an appointment today!

Phone: 592-4415

Proud 20 Year sponsor

of GRB Journalism

Quote of the day:
“A word to the wise ain’t necessary, it’s the stupid

ones who need the advice.”
         Bill Cosby

  GRB Spirit Week!
September 27 to October 1
Tuesday, Sept. 28:Decade Day--pick a

decade (50’s, 60’s etc. and dress up)

Wednesday, Sept. 29: Mix-n-Match Day

Thursday, Sept. 30: Formal day

Friday, Oct. 1: Red Raider Pride Day

Pep assembly

Fulton vs. Oswego football @ 6:30 p.m.

Student Senate dance, 8-11 p.m.

On Friday morning, G. Ray Bodley High
School was fortunate enough to have guest
speaker Dr. Roundy speak to the students
about bullying. Dr. Roundy did ask the crowd
to participate, however the students of G. Ray
Bodley took it too far.
   A photo of a young boy with bruises from
bullying appeared on the screen, and a rumble
of laughter erupted throughout the crowd. A
story of a young girl, Phoebe Prince, who hung herself, was shared
with the students, yet many did not stop talking long enough to hear it.
At the end of the assembly, candles were passed around and the stu-
dents were asked to remember in silence the kids who took their lives
because of bullying. Instead, it became a loud free for all and a joke as
students laughed and even broke the candles. What does it take for
students to realize how rude they are acting, or to even care about how
they portray their school?
   We have been taught manners our whole childhood and yet can’t

that someone was not talking. Out of frustration, senior Angelina
Lewchanin finally said to fellow classmates who had talked through-
out the whole presentation, “Will you guys stop? Do you understand
how rude you are being?”
   It is to my understanding that GRB Principal Mr. Buchanan spent
more of his time disciplining students during the assembly instead of
listening to it. We are in high school, a few short years away from the
real world, and it’s time to grow up kids.
   The immaturity did not end at the assembly. On my way to my next
class, all I heard was mockery. Comments like, “You better not do that,
you’re bullying me!” “I’ll have you arrested if you don’t stop, it’s a law
now.” Ironically, as I was just about to enter my class I spotted a young
girl crying. Her friends around her asked her what was wrong and she
was explaining to them how a girl was talking badly about her. Obvi-
ously  the message was lost on far too many students.
   Bullying is serious and it’s time to take it seriously.
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seem to use them when the time comes. I have sat through numerous
assemblies throughout my school years and it seems as though each
year gets worse. You would think that as one grows older, one might
become a bit more mature. I, for one, am embarrassed of my own school-
mates and I know that I am not the only one. Where I was sitting, I am
certain that there was no point, throughout the hour-long presentation,
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Raider booters a deceptive 4-4-1 at halfway mark

This week in Raider Sports
Today:   Golf @ ES-M blue (3:30).

Tues. Sept. 28: V tennis @ ES-M (4:30); JV tennis vsd. ES-M (4:45); Boys

soccer vs. Cortland (4:30); Girls soccer @ Cortland (4:30).

Wed. Sept. 29: Swimming vs. CBA (5:00); Cross-country @ Phoenix (4:30);

Thurs. Sept. 30: V tennis @ Mexico (4:30); JV tennis vs. Mexico (4:30);

The Fulton Varsity Boys Soccer Team had a
relatively slow start to the season. A good ini-
tial showing at the Oswego Four-Way Tourna-
ment was followed by a disappointing 1-0 loss
to East Syracuse-Minoa.
   The team has the ability to play with any-
body in the league. This was proven when
Fulton tied the first place team in the league,
Fowler, in a game in which the Raiders domi-
nated the shots on goal stat. Head coach, Dave
Wilson, has been saying all year that the team
has been playing with a disguise and flying
under the radar. He believes that the team has
the skill and athleticism to beat anyone and
just needs to show it on the field with an abun-
dance of seniors and strong underclassmen.
     While Fulton may be a top team disguised
with an average record, there are still some

links in the Fulton chain that need working on.
In all of Fulton’s games this year when the
opposing team scored, they were always the
first team to do so. Their slow starts to games
have been a spot that the Raiders have yet to
figure out.
    In Fulton’s most recent game, Thursday, they
struck hard in the first half, building a 3-0 lead
over Cortland. The Raiders then coasted
through the rest of the game. This win really
in a way sums up the season because Cortland
had beaten ESM 1-0, who themselves beat
Fulton 1-0.
   With the halfway mark of the season crossed,
the Raiders hope to battle through their remain-
ing games with determination and hard work
to earn the wins they deserve. The team plays
Mexico on Tuesday at home, hoping to build

on the momentum of Thursday’s big win.
            By Tyler Crandell

Golf @ Chittenango (3:30); Boys soccer @ Homer (5/

7:30); Girls soccer vs. Homer (5:00).

Fri. Oct. 30: Football vs. Oswego (6:30); Golf vs.

Cortland (3:30).

Sat. Oct. 2: JV football @ Oswego (10 a.m.).

   Students should learn to stand up for all types
of bullying. Along with the kind that causes
physical abuse, bullying can be completely
mental. The various cliques in school can be
considered just as big a bully as those who
physically beat upon people. Another form of
bullying that needs to be addressed is harass-
ment on the web. “Cyber Bullying” has rap-
idly risen as technology becomes a stronger
part of daily life. People are more likely to say
harmful things over the web. “It’s the cowardly
way of expressing hateful opinions,” senior
Kali Kearns added.
   After the speakers told their stories in a fun
manner the assembly took a turn for the seri-
ous. The students gained the knowledge that
there is a suicide every thirty minutes due to
bullying. Then, they heard of merely a hand-
ful of these suicides, such as Phoebe Prince
who reported her bullying and still wasn’t
helped. Or all the kids in the Youtube video,
“Death by Bullies,” one being an eleven-year-
old boy who was bullied on the bus, even by
the driver, and hung himself.
   Once these facts were dished out attendees
of the assembly were asked to rate the level of
bullying in G. Ray Bodley. Students decided
upon a 7 out of 10, which is, “over the average
5.” With such a high bullying rate and the new
knowledge of bullying’s true effect, some stu-
dents began to see that it might be time to
change. However, while sitting at this assem-
bly some other students proved our “level 7”
true by bullying while the presenter was speak-
ing, making fun of students and the speakers.
   Self-proclaimed bully Zach Race said, “I just
mess around I don’t mean to be hurtful.” At
this statement Ward said, “Eventually a bigger
bully is going to come around and get you.”
Students need to learn the long taught lesson
of treating others as they too would like to be
treated.
   In life there are many people who go down
in history as “heroes.” Everyone is born with
the possibility of having this fate. Standing up
for what you feel is right despite what people
say will make you a hero in someone’s book.
Maybe your actions will evolve into making
you the next Schindler, a man who saved mil-
lions of Jewish lives by giving them work in
his factory in a time when everyone felt these
people were nothing.

(continued from page 1)

Bullying assembly

It was a tale of two halves for the Fulton football team on Friday, and unfortunately for the
Raiders the second half proved to be a nightmare. Trailing 12-7 at the intermission after stop-
ping Mexico late in the first half, momentum looked to be riding with the Raiders.
   But it all came to a sudden halt when the Tigers exploded for 44 points in the final 24 minutes
to hand Fulton a lopsided 56-21 setback in the annual “Apple Bowl” game. Running back
Brandon Burnham was virtually unstoppable, torching the Raiders for 319 yards on 16 carries
highlighted by touchdown charges of 74, 75 and 80 yards.
   Fulton scored first on a one-yard sneak by quarterback Brett Williams, but Mexico answered
with the next three scores to build a 22-7 advantage. Williams connected with Don Watson from
17 yards away in the third quarter to make it 22-14, but by the time the Raiders scored again, it
was 44-14 and counting as John Eastman notched a 75 yard kickoff return and John Eastman
had a 66 yard punt return.
   Williams scored from five yards out for Fulton’s last score before the Tigers, who notched 22
points in both the third and fourth quarters, added an eight yard run from Eastman and Burnham’s
final big burst of the game, as 80 yarder, to finally conclude a horrific night for Raider forces.
   Still searching for the winning formula, the 0-4 Raiders will take on another down on their
luck side this Friday when local rival Oswego (0-4) comes to town for the annual Homecoming
contest. Mexico improved to 2-2 overall and 2-0 in league play with the victory.

Second half blitz sends Raider to 0-4



Which day of Spirit Week are you most looking
forward to?

"Formal Day,oh yeah"

Mr. Buchanan

School of ThoughtSchool of ThoughtSchool of ThoughtSchool of ThoughtSchool of Thought compiled by Max Fobes & Hunter Gortoncompiled by Max Fobes & Hunter Gortoncompiled by Max Fobes & Hunter Gortoncompiled by Max Fobes & Hunter Gortoncompiled by Max Fobes & Hunter Gorton

"Friday, spirit day

because I like the

pep-rally"

Greg Jodway

"Formal Day!"

Kristin Briggs

Meteorology and you
by Carson Metcalf

Today: Cloudy skies with rain showers.

High in the mid to upper-60s.

Tonight: Cloudy with rain. Low in the mid-

50s.

Tomorrow: Mostly cloudy with rain show-

ers. High in the low-70s.

GRB  junior Carson Metcalf is an aspiring Meteorolo-
gist and the creator of the Central New York Weather
Center @ www.centralnewyorkweather.com ...Look
for his weather forecasts on RaiderNet Daily.

Morning announcements for
Monday, September 27
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"The pep-rally, of

course."

Mrs. Ferlito

A representative from SUNY Geneseo will be in the guidance

office today at noon to meet with interested students.

There is a mandatory National Honor Society meeting today

in room 141 after school. All NHS members must be in

attendance.

All senior girls interested in playing in the powerpuff

football game should see Mr. Reale ASAP.

Attention all junior girls playing in today’s game: please

wear a white t-shirt decorated to show your class spirit.

Come out and cheer the girls on at 5:30 this afternoon.

Student Senate will meet Tuesday after school in room 100.

Homecoming and pep rally will be discussed, and new

members are always welcome.  See Mr. Thurlow or Mrs.

Barton with any questions.

The next Library Club meeting will take place on Thursday

after school at 2:20. All are welcome.

BOCES students wishing to stay at GRB for this Friday’s pep

rally may sign up on the list in the main office. Anyone who

does sign up must report to the library instead of BOCES on

pep rally day until being called down to the athletic com-

plex. Those who do not sign up before the pep rally may not

stay on Friday afternoon.


