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Another above-average month of weather
By  Carson Metcalf

Recently, the G. Ray Bodley High School chapter of FBLA travelled to Bryant and Straton
College in Syracuse, to attend the annual Fall District meeting.  The meeting consisted of get-
ting to know their fellow district members more closely, the announcement of the state-wide
fundraiser, and talk of the spring district meeting and the state leadership conference.
   This year’s theme throughout the state is “Setting the stage for tomorrow.” This theme will be
interpreted into a display in the spring for the state competition. Three state officers attended the
district meeting, including State Historian, Morgan Charde, District Vice President Justin Gibson-
Faber, and State President Steven Watros. “I thought it was fun.” Said senior and Fulton FBLA
vice president Drew Harmon. It was a fun day for all who attended and a  fantastic kickoff to a
great year for FBLA.             By Kaitlyn Lauber

Another month of abnormal warmth and pre-
cipitation has just come to an end in Central
New York.  On top of above-average rainfall
and warmer-than-normal temperatures, we also
picked up a trace of snow last month.  All of
this activity was definitely enough to keep the
average person’s eyes open constantly to the
weather over the past few weeks.
   First of all, what was probably most notable
and memorable weather-wise for the month of
October was the precipitation.  As mentioned
in a previous article, an unusual nor’easter del-
uged Central New York with over an inch of
rain between the 14th and the 16th.  This tacked
on exactly 1.31 inches to the eventual grand
total for rain for the month, which came out to
be 4.11 inches.  This total for October turned
out to be nearly an inch over the average. But
the precipitation we received in October was
more than just rain.
   The first official snowfall of the year, no mat-
ter the accumulation, typically occurs here in
Central New York in the month of October.
This year was no different.  On Friday, Octo-
ber 22, we picked up the first official trace of
snow.  Beyond that, we also picked up a trace
of snow on Halloween.
   What is so unique about this data is the fact
that through the month of October, we had
picked up more snow than we did last year
during the same period.  What is so ironic,
however, is the fact that we had below-aver-
age snowfall for the month. The typical amount
for the month of October is one-half inch, and
we only picked up a trace for the total amount.
   Despite receiving plenty of rain as well as

some snow, October’s temperatures were also
an interesting piece of the weather puzzle for
the month.  Although no record high tempera-
tures were broken as in recent months, we did
manage to come close to two records in par-

were out trick-or-treating on Halloween.  With
an early high of 53 and an eventual low of 33,
you have to go back to 2002 to find a colder
Halloween overall here in Central New York.
We have enjoyed highs in the sixties and sev-
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ticular, on October 26 and 27 specifically.
   On each of those days we were within four
and five degrees of the record for that day re-
spectively.  Although most of the month was
filled with below-average temperatures, we did
manage twelve dayswith above-average highs.
The extremes on these days in particular helped
to push us over the edge in terms of themonthly
average by 1.5 degrees.
  While the figures all line up for October’s
temperature data, it may have been hard to
believe that it was a warm month overall if you

enties with mild lows in the forties on average
for the last few, so this year was definitely more
winter-like comparitively.
   All in all, October came out to be another
dynamic month of weather all over Central
New York.  Although not worthy of the record
books, October may be remembered as warmer
than it actually was when we’re out shoveling
snow in the brisk air of the coming months.

(Information for this article was obtained from
the National Weather Service)

Last Wednesday many of G Ray Bodley’s Se-
nior English students were given the opportu-
nity to visit Syracuse Stage. Students in Mr.
Lescarbeau’s Drama And Theatre class and Mr.
Heindorf’s AP English, as well as other inter-
ested students went on this field trip. The stu-
dents boarded a school bus at 6:15 and arrived
for the 7:30 play a bit early. The show at hand
was The 39 Steps, a theatrical rendition of
Alfred Hitchcock’s classic movie. The com-
pany has performed the play in many different

theatres, not just at Syracuse, and this perfor-
mance earned great reviews and was an ex-
ceptional experience for the G Ray Bodley stu-
dents.
     The play centered on Richard Hannay and
a series of events that he became involved with
somewhat unwillingly. After a night of theatre
he brought home a mysterious woman who
informed Hannay of the infamous 39 Steps.
He then became swept up with the effort to
prevent this dangerous organization from
smuggling top-secret information out of En-
gland. Spies, murder, gunfire and other action
filled the play as well as great humor.
     One of the greatest things about the play is
that it was done with only four actors, three
men and one woman. While one actor played
Richard Hannay throughout the play’s entirety
the other three actors were constantly switch-
ing roles. This meant that they were often pop-
ping up as completely different characters with
different accents and costumes and everything.
Some roles were even changed onscreen which

English classes visit Syracuse Stage

FBLA attends annual district meeting

(continued on page 3)
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Quote of the day:
“I once saw a forklift lift a crate of forks.

And it was way too literal for me.”

Mitch Hedberg
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The life of an average teenage American is
filled with a countless amount of controver-
sies and disappointments. It is very easy for
a high school student to get caught up in the
conflict and drama that comes with our soci-
ety.
   Every day, American teens can be found
gossiping about their fellow students or com-
plaining about the smallest things. It seems as though no matter how
big of a problem someone is experiencing, there is always something
for them to complain about. I would be willing to bet that any Ameri-
can teenager would be able to recall a moment when they had recently
complained about the taste of the school lunches, or rules that their
schools enforce.
   Although I admit that I too have caught myself many times making

faster, and better versions. However there are many places around the
world that simply have nothing. Their cell-phones and I-Pods come in
the forms of letters and radios.
   Thousands of children, teenagers, and adults have not had the plea-
sure of owning a phone, computer, or car. These families have never
experienced for even a single day, the kind of life that most Americans
are able to experience for a lifetime. Most teenagers would be upset if
they were to receive a simple, out-dated CD player for Christmas or
their birthdays, but the fact of the matter is that there are many children
around the world who would greatly appreciate it.
   This is not to say that we should feel guilty about our possessions
and belongings, but that it is important for children and teenagers in
our society to realize just how fortunate we are. I encourage everyone
to take time to appreciate the things that we frequently take for granted.
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these very same complaints, I believe it is important to take a step back
once in a while and consider just how fortunate we are. After recently
talking with someone who has experienced first-hand the school sys-
tems in foreign nations, and the life-styles of children in these nations,
I have a newfound appreciation for many aspects of my own life.
    It is easy for Americans to take for granted all that they have. Our
society is fast paced and focused. Many of us are simply concerned on
making sure that we have the latest in fashion and technology. Once
our toys and clothes are outdated or out of style, they find their way to
our basements and closets, only to sit, unused, for many months or
years. These old supplies seem useless to us, because we have newer,

Don’t learn the hard way

Most of the time, bow hunting is done from a
tree stand.  This brings a new level of danger
to the activity, there are not only the normal
hunting dangers to worry about, but the fact
that you are fifteen feet up in a tree makes it
even more risky.
   If hunters always follow the general rules,
tree stand hunting can be just as safe as hunt-
ing from a blind. Anyone who has gone

(continued on page 3)

By Dan Summerville

through the bow hunter safety course should know the importance of a
safety harness. A safety harness must always be worn. If you happen to
lose your balance and fall, it will catch you and save you from major
injury. Even if you feel that he harness is making it harder for you to
hunt, do not take it off, it could mean life or death.
   Last Wednesday I realized just how important the safety harnesses
are. While hunting in my woods, the bottom of my tree stand fell out
from underneath me, leaving me stranded on the top half. I could not
get down without the bottom of the stand, so there was only one way in
my mind to reach the ground.
   Had I thought it over, I may not have done what I did. I unhooked my
harness and tried to slide down the tree. My descent was less than grace-
ful, landing me with a badly sprained ankle. The trek to my four-wheeler
was a long and painful on one foot. That decision of taking off my



The Teen Scene
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Upcoming College Visits
Monday, Nov. 8: Cazenovia College (10 a.m.)

Wednesday, Nov. 10: Castleton State College (8 a.m.)

Thursday, Nov. 18: Alfred State College (9 a.m.)

Bizarre News of the Day

harness cost me the rest of bow season, but I am lucky; if I had landed
differently, I could have died.
  A few years ago, one of the people who hunt near my property fell
out of his tree stand and broke his back. He ended up being fine, but he
was lucky too. Tree stands give hunters the edge, but they should be
treated with respect.  One wrong move and it could cost you your life,
and no deer is worth that. So, for any hunter who is thinking about
using a tree stand without a harness, think again. I learned my lesson,
and fortunately it wasn’t the hard way.

Tree stand harness

Anne Woods, of Cumbria, England, recently won two very distinguished
honors. The first, in a competition dating back to the Middle Ages,
called gurning. Gurning is an odd activity that involves contorting the
facial features into ugly positions while having a horse collar draped on
the person’s head. Mrs. Wood has been crowned the winner of the
Gurning event 27 times.
    After Mrs. Wood won this event, she was contacted and told that she
would be in the Guinness Book of World Records for being the planet’s
ugliest woman. This thrilled her, because she had been denied the title
already. After hearing the news she said that, “It feels absolutely won-
derful to have been accepted. I am considering retiring, but I know
what I’m like. Come next year’s competition I’ll be itching to get on
stage again.Whatever happens, I doubt my record will be broken.”
     Anne started gurning when she was 30 years old, after her brothers
entered her into the competition without her permission. She won, and
33 years later, Anne is still pulling her famous face. She has only missed
the competition once, and that was because she was pregnant. The fol-
lowing year, she got back onstage and reclaimed her crown-two weeks
after giving birth to her daughter.    By Morgan Firenze

provided for a hectic and humorous experience. The play earned some
outstanding reviews such as one from The New York Times, “Absurdly
enjoyable! This gleefully theatrical riff on Hitchcock’s film is fast and
frothy, performed by a cast of four that seems like a cast of thousands.”
     The field trip was taken after school and the students did not miss
any class, which is usually one of the reasons why students take field
trips. However this trip had a high turnout of students who wanted to
see a good performance. “Overall this trip can be summarized in one
word, Fantastic. The play turned out to be a hilarious event, bringing
many to tears in laughter. I give the experience a big thumbs up,” said
senior Mark Bailey when asked how the field trip went.
   Overall this trip did go very well and The 39 Steps was a hit. G Ray
Bodley students will be making a stop at Syracuse Stage to see their
performance of the theatre adaptation of the famous movie, A Christ-
mas Story.

     By Tyler Crandell
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The Section III cross-country meet proved to be a two team affair
on Saturday as Jamesville-Dewitt and Westhill battled it out in the
Class A ranks. And when the dirt had settled at Vernon-Verona-
Sherill the J-D girls and Westhill boys were the champions, with
Fulton placing fifth among girls and sixth among boys on the day.
   Jamesville-Dewitt had four of the top 12 finishers to run past
Westhill 43-46 in the Class A girls competition. Ameena Dye was
third for the Red Rams in 20:49.5 to help off set a one, two finish
from Westhill’s Jessica Curry (1:58) and Betsey Black (20:41.9).  J-
D also scored points for the sixth, ninth and 12th place finishers to
claim the narrow victory.
   Fulton’s Brittany Lamie and Mary West turned in strong perfor-
mances by placing tenth and eleventh respectively. Lamie kicked
across in 22:11.4 and West was right behind her in 22:15.8 as major
contributors to a fifth place finish for the Raiders.
   Also running well for Fulton were freshmen Maureen McCann
(25:25.8) and Jenna Hudson (25:47.2) along with seniors Katie Jones
(29:23.6) and Kara Pafumi (30:12.9).
   In the Class A boys race Westhill pulled off one of the biggest
surprises of the weekend by easing past two-time defending cham-
pion Jamesville-Dewitt 54-56. The Warriors, who were paced by a
seventh place showing from Jonathan Moore (18:19), had all five
runners cross within nine positions to counter a medalist effort from
J-D’s Austin Davis (17:00).
   Whitesboro placed third with 75 points and Watertown was fourth
at 90 followed by East-Syracuse Minoa (95), Fulton (252) and
Camden (186).
   Dylan Holden (18:43.3) placed 18th to lead the Raiders while
Jim Ireland (19:45.4) and Kyle Kemp (20:02.3) were 28th and 29th
respectively. Also competing for Fulton were Matt Nelson (20:14.1),
Marcus Earl (21:30.2) and Phillip Field (22:00) as well as Nate
Hudson (22:12.8), Zach Loura  (22:34.5), and Michael Holcomb
(26:47.1).
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Raiders finish season at meet



Meteorology and you
by Carson Metcalf

Today: Tonight: Tomorrow:

Mostly sunny skies.

High around 50.

  Record high-71 (2009)

Avg. high-50

Cloudy skies. Low in the

mid-30s.

  Record low-18 (1992)

Avg. low-34

GRB junior Carson Metcalf is an aspiring Meteorologist and the creator of the Central New
York Weather Center @ www.centralnewyorkweather.com ...Look for his daily weather fore-
casts for Fulton on RaiderNet Daily.

Sun and clouds. High in

the upper-40s.

  Record high-72 (1975)

Avg. high-51

What are you doing over
Veterans Day Weekend?

School of ThoughtSchool of ThoughtSchool of ThoughtSchool of ThoughtSchool of Thought compiled by Kayla Distin and Kayla Hanczykcompiled by Kayla Distin and Kayla Hanczykcompiled by Kayla Distin and Kayla Hanczykcompiled by Kayla Distin and Kayla Hanczykcompiled by Kayla Distin and Kayla Hanczyk

"Hanging out and

working around the

house."

Mr. Halladay

"I'll be working on

the house."

Mr. Greene

Monday, November 8             Page 4

"I'll probably play

some basketball with

my sister."

Jordan Spaulding

"Probably hanging

out with Steve."

Casey Shannon


