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Sign-ups underway for Student Senate blood drive

By Vanessa Langdon

Have you ever wanted to save a life?
   How about three?
   Giving blood is the perfect opportunity to
do just that. The first of the biannual Red
Cross blood drives held at G Ray Bodley
high school is scheduled for Tuesday, No-
vember 22.
   Students and teachers wishing to donate
blood can sign up in room 100 with Mr.
Thurlow. Students who sign up must be sev-
enteen years old, or sixteen with parental

consent. Sixteen year olds will be given a
permission slip for their parent to sign so that
they can participate in the event.
   Despite what many people believe, giving
blood is relatively painless and easy to do.
Most people are able to give blood without
any side effects whatsoever. Donors can be-
come lightheaded, but by eating and drink-
ing plenty of fluids before and after the drive
this can be avoided.
   Donors only have to meet a few require-

ments to be eligible. There is a short ques-
tionnaire to answer before giving blood, but
after it is completed in only takes ten to fif-
teen minutes to complete the donation.
   It is amazing how much a pint of blood
can do. It barely diminishes the donor’s
blood, but it can save up to three lives. Any-
one who is interested in giving blood should
make sure to sign up, there are few things
more rewarding than donating blood.

               By Daniel Summerville

The G. Ray Bodley High School H.O.P.E.
Club is off and running with their next
project, “The Biggest Turkey.” This comes
hot on the heels of their recent participation
of Trick-or-Treat for Unicef. This annual
H.O.P.E. Club tradition, by definition,
choses the teacher at G. Ray Bodley who is
silly, funny, and sometimes a little strange.
    On Wednesday, November eighth each
grade level voted in homeroom on the
teacher in their respective grade level whom
they think is “the biggest turkey.” After the
voting the H.O.P.E. Club members will be
selling paper feathers outside the cafeteria
from Nov. 14 through the 18 during all lunch
bells.
   The feathers will be on sale for 50 cents
each or three for a dollar, and after being
purchased the feathers can be colored and
then used to vote for one of the four faculty
finalists.  H.O.P.E. Club members will tape
these beautiful feathers to a picture of a tur-
key that represents the candidates for “the
biggest turkey!”
    The H.O.P.E. Club wants to make it clear
that this fundraiser is to raise money for a
very worthy cause, the Syracuse Rescue
Mission, and wants to encourage students
and facility alike to purchase as many feath-
ers as possible.
   And on Monday, November 21,  the
H.O.P.E. Club will announce the biggest
turkey of 2011 based on the number of feath-

ers their respective turkeys have.
    All of the proceeds from the biggest tur-
key contest will be donated to the Syracuse
Rescue Mission to aid them in serving
Thanksgiving dinner to all those in need in
the Syracuse Area with the Fulton commu-
nity included. So this contest is not only a

fun way to celebrate Thanksgiving and rec-
ognize some silly teachers, but it is also a
way for all everyone at GRB to give back to
those less fortunate and to help give them a
wonderful Thanksgiving dinner. So buy
those feathers to determine who is “the big-
gest turkey!”

The County of Oswego Council on Alcholoism and Addictions (COCOAA) recently spon-
sored a poster contest for National Drug Facts Week with the theme, “Shatter the
myths of drug use and abuse.” Winning posters at the high school were created by
(left to right) Mariah Mubger, Kara Farrands and Danielle Gillette. Also shown behind
them are Chrissy Chase of the Greek Council at SUNY Oswego, COCOAA’s Trisha DeWolf
and  Deborah Bills (hidden), GRB’s Deanne Sipling and Principal Mr. Buchanan and
another COCOA representative. (Ashly Smart photo)
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Every morning at G. Ray Bodley High
School we are asked to stand and say the
pledge of allegiance, but it is very appar-
ent that some students have a problem do-
ing so.
   It is a struggle to even get students out
of their seats, let alone to recite the pledge.
Though some do stand and say the pledge,
it is common only hearing one voice mur-
mur the words while others continue talk-
ing to their friends.
   It brings up the question of disrespect, or just plain laziness.
   A recent survey was given to see how many people say the pledge,
who just stands up, and the reasons why they do or don’t recite the

pledge.
   The answers weren’t surprising. Out of 40 surveys given, 23 said
they don’t say the pledge, three say it sometimes, and 14 recite it.
For the people who said “No, I don’t say the pledge,” their reasons
were things such as “I’m lazy,” “ I’m tired,” and “I don’t really
care.” If that’s the case for some people, that’s just not acceptable.
   Though many of the reasons given for not speaking the pledge
were just due to laziness, some of them had valid reasons why they
don’t say the pledge. Two students answered that they don’t say the
pledge because of the fact that it says “under God,” and they don’t
believe in God. This is somewhat understandable, as no one should
be told to do something that goes against their beliefs. Not saying
the pledge because of beliefs is fine, but respect should still be given
by standing and being quiet.
   There was one comment that really stuck out during the survey,

“I say the pledge as a sign of respect; if someone will die for me I
can get off my butt and say something for them.” It just shows that
a student is capable of seeing that it isn’t just about not saying the
pledge, it’s about the big picture.
    Social Studies teacher Mr. Patnode weighed in on the topic, say-
ing, “Students need to get outside themselves and look at what this
is really about. It’s not about the pledge but the symbol it repre-
sents. They should be showing respect for people risking their lives
for what this flag stands for. Just think about the students who gradu-
ated last year that are out risking their lives right now.”
   It shouldn’t be mandatory to say the pledge, but there should be
respect given by standing and being silent for the few seconds it
takes to recite it. Many students brought up the fact that they
shouldn’t have to stand up and say a pledge every day and com-
mented that it is, “stupid” that they have to. Though I agree we
shouldn’t HAVE to say it out loud, I do agree that there should be
respect shown by just standing and being silent while the pledge is
being said over the announcements.

Police in Pennsylvania have arrested two men for stealing a meat-
ball sandwich from a 13-year-old boy at gunpoint. The duo threat-
ened the teenager with a gun and told him to empty his pockets,
reports the Philadelphia Inquirer.
   One of the robbers, a 21-year-old, pointed his gun at the boy
and said: “Whatever you do, don’t move. If you do anything, I’ll
cap you,” according to court documents. They took his meatball
sandwich - but did not bother with his mobile phone - before
fleeing in a nearby car.
   The teen promptly used his phone to call 911 and police were
able to quickly arrest the sandwich-robbers. Police say they re-
covered a gun and the sandwich.            By Morgan Firenze
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Lunch room behavior leaves a lot to desire

By Madeline Clark

Quiet down! The LMC is not your playground

The Library Media Center; peace solitude
and scholar...or so I thought.
   Yes, the sad truth is that this year looks
as though it is the end of that all too clas-
sic feeling of seclusion.  The sagacious air
about the library is disappearing and now
it feels as though I am stepping into a Texas
Rodeo every time I go in for a bell.
   Call me a jaded senior, but I prefer my
library to be a place of study and most of all quiet. So giddiup kiddies,
because something’s got to give.
       Now, I’m not saying that the library should be a place of abso-
lute and utter silence; I just think it would be nice if the student
body took their version of a “conversational tone” down a decibel.
I don’t need to overhear about why you couldn’t go trick-or-treat-
ing with your buddies or why you think fudgie bars are the best.*
So I have found that the best way to convey this priceless informa-
tion to your cohorts is to talk quietly amongst yourselves; a whis-
per would suffice in the most extreme of situations.
  I have also come to the conclusion that the other factor in this
quagmire is the fact that some treat the library as though it were a
cafeteria. May I remind those who think this way that it is not a
place for leisurely activities. If you have an assignment to complete
or an exam to study for, giggles and paper airplanes can prove to be
rather distracting. Stay in the cafeteria or sign a pass to a teacher

who has complied with your laquious tendencies if you must; but
please stay out of the scholarly sanctuary that is the library.
   I understand the draw of the library; the relaxing atmosphere can
prove to be alluring for an overworked student looking for a break,
but the truth is that the library is not a lounge; it is a resource that
must be utilized for the betterment of one’s education, not their
social life.
   Causing a raucous time in the LMC is not only hasslesome for
pupils, it must be hard for the staff to manage. If you are pondering
a “fun time” in the library, consider how the staff will feel. Put
yourself in their shoes; would you want to be the one quieting six-
teen and seventeen year olds all the live long day? I know I wouldn’t.

“Call me a jaded senior, but I“Call me a jaded senior, but I“Call me a jaded senior, but I“Call me a jaded senior, but I“Call me a jaded senior, but I
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study and most of all quiet.”study and most of all quiet.”study and most of all quiet.”study and most of all quiet.”study and most of all quiet.”

  So please, have some sympathy for those who need the library
and for those who run it. If you find yourself needing a good chat
with your buddies, wait until lunch, or give them a jingle on the
telephone after school, but please, have some consideration for oth-
ers around you. If you were in that sort of position, one in which the
library was a studious safe haven, would you want to be subject to
overhearing conversations about Justin Beiber?
*Credit goes to Carson Metcalf for recording these actual and hi-
larious satirical conversations

By Vanessa Langdon

The lunch room or cafeteria is supposed
to be a place where students can relax and
eat their lunch. Unfortunately the environ-
ment of the cafeteria leads many students
to seek out a teacher’s room for their lunch.
Why do students not eat in the cafeteria?
   For many it is because of the noise, the
mess, and the possibility of getting hit in
the face with some food. Eating in a
teacher’s room is just more relaxing and
calming. Junior Ally Bricker mentioned that she no longer eats in
the cafeteria because, “I needed a place to get work done, some-
where I could concentrate.” I for one can’t stand the cafeteria, I
remember as a freshman getting carrots thrown at our lunch table,
every day, and  it was relentless.
     The cafeteria has become a free for all with tables so full that
there are not enough chairs for the round tables. In addition there
are people screaming so loud that you can’t hear the person next to
you, and there is trash all over the place so you have to watch where
you sit as well as where you set your belongings. When asked why
they don’t go to the lunch room anymore, several students men-
tioned that their lunch bell does not have many of their good friends,
so they opt to eat in a teacher’s room with a select few friends in-

stead.
   Junior Mikeala Houck had similar things to say regarding the lunch
experience. Although she does eat in the cafeteria she understands
why others would chose not to, saying, “it smells, there is gross
food everywhere, and I do not enjoy watching people make-out
while I eat.” Junior Mitch Lalik, who has lunch seventh bell, men-
tioned the lack of seats and tables for his motives for no longer
eating in the cafeteria. Others,such as Ally Bricker ,noted that lunch
for many is used as a study hall to get work done and to get help
from teachers, and the cafeteria, with the noise level unbearable at
times, is not conducive to getting work done.
    The lunch room is a place where everyone is supposed to feel
welcome, a place to eat in peace and socialize quietly with friends,
as well as get work done. Instead it has morphed into a screaming
match as students all sit in each others trash and watch fights break
out. The lunch room is not as popular a place as it once was, but
maybe if the students all started to act a bit more considerate of
others and pick up after themselves it could become a lovely place
again.
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Meteorology and you
By Carson Metcalf

Tonight: Tomorrow:

GRB senior Carson Metcalf is an aspiring Meteorologist and the creator of the
Central New York Weather Center @ www.centralnewyorkweather.com

Look for his daily weather forecasts for Fulton on RaiderNet Daily.

Today:

Cloudy with some
rain.

45º
Average: 33º

Record: 14º (1996)

Mostly cloudy.
Chance shower.

58º
Average: 49º

Record: 73º (1956)

Mostly cloudy with
showers.

60º
Average: 49º

Record: 72º (1994)
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What winter sport are you most
looking forward to?

School of ThoughtSchool of ThoughtSchool of ThoughtSchool of ThoughtSchool of Thought Compiled by Tony Torrese

"Wrestling obvious-

ly."

Brandon Hill

"Both basketball and

wrestling."

Torrie Whelsky

"Wrestling, of

course!"

Mr. J. Fasulo

"Basketball cheer-

ing."

MIchelle Clark


