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Phoenix dashes title hopes with late reversal
Fulton’s reign as the wrestling kings of Os-
wego County proved to be far too short lived
for the Raider faithful on Saturday when the
team met Phoenix in another instant classic.
But unlike their battle 10 days previous when
Fulton came through 36-34 in thrilling fash-
ion, round two belonged to the Firebirds in
a 33-32 heartbreaker.
   The ink was barely dry on the last chapter
when the two teams lined up again at Cicero-
North Syracuse on Saturday for the Section
3 Dual Meet Championship with everything
on the line. Seven lead changes and three
huge decisions with the match on the line
later,  Phoenix had sweet revenge and its third
title in the past five years.
 Zach Vaverchak provided a key opening
bout win for the Firebirds at 182, the weight
class that proved decisive in Fulton’s recent
triumph. But in what would stand as a see-
saw thriller, Todd Oakes answered with a
major decision at 195 to give Fulton its first
lead. The ‘Birds burst back with a pin at 220
to lead 9-4, only to watch Brennan Roberge
make it 10-9 Fulton with a pin at 285.
   As the match shifted to the lower weights,
Mitch Woodworth and Austin Whitney gave
Fulton its biggest lead at 17-9, but forfeits
in the 113 and 126 pound bouts around a
Brandon Hill (120) decision found the de-
fending champs in a hole at 21-20. Phoenix
then added a winning decision at 132 to in-
crease the lead to 24-20, but it lasted just 33
seconds when Adam Wallace levied a quick
pin for a 26-24 Raider advantage.
   But by the time Nick Woodworth closed
the match with a pinning effort at 170, the
neighboring Firebirds were the team of joy.
Victorious decisions from the powerful trio
of Nate Deitz (20-8), undefeated (24-0) Tyler
Button and 24-1 Rowdy Prior proved to be
just enough to carry Phoenix to victory while
denying Fulton back to back crowns and a
shot at an undefeated season at 18-1.
   With the win the Firebirds returned to the
top after a two year absence while also reg-
istering a third straight championship win
over Fulton. Saturday’s decision duplicated
victorious Phoenix showings in 2008 and
2009 when the Firebirds registered wins of

25-24 and 34-24 against their county rivals.
   The tournament began in dominating fash-
ion for the Raiders in a 52-30 charge past
Lowville as Tony Torrese (152), Devon
Viscome (160), Nick Woodworth (170) and
Derek Owen (182)  played pin-o-rama to
build a quick 24-0 lead that their Raider
namesakes could never recover from. The
Lewis County side came as close as 30-15
before Austin Whitney collected a major
decision and two forfeits pushed the score
out of reach for Fulton and into the second
round.
   Against Central Square the Raiders raced
to an 8-0 lead on technical falls from Devon
Viscome and Nick Woodworth only to have
Redmen charge in front 15-8. Four of the
next five bouts fell Fulton’s way via pin as
Brenna Roberge (285), Mitch Woodworth
(99), Greg Jodway (113) and Brandon Hill
(120) made if 32-21 and counting. In all the
Raiders claimed eight of the final 10 weight
classes and punctuated the 53-21 rout with
pins from Adam Wallace and Tony Torrese
at 145 and 152 respectively.
   A renewal of the Conners family feud
awaited Fulton in the semi-finals, and Coach
Pat Conners Spartans more than held their
own in an exciting clash between the coach-
ing brothers. Nick Woodworth and Derek
Owen provided winning decisions for a
quick 6-0 lead that was soon transformed
into a 10-6 deficit by South Jeff. Pins from
Roberge and Mitch Woodworth along with
a decision at 106 from Austin Whitney re-
stored the Fulton lead at 21-10 before the
Raiders received a harsh blow when standout
Thomas Hill was disqualified at 113, which
proved to be his last appearance of the day.
Brandon Hill’s high scoring 17-10 decision
at 120 and a pin from 126 pounder Johann
Ambach were followed by seven straight
points from the Spartans, and suddenly the
race was on at 28-23 Fulton.
   Thoughts of an upset were soon quelled,
however, when seniors Adam Wallace and
Tony Torrese scored a technical fall and a
decision in the next two matches to push the
Raiders to a 35-29 decision and a winner
take all Oswego County final against the ri-

val Firebirds.
   Tough weekend for Raiders
   It was also a disappointing weekend for
other Fulton sides as the girls basketball team
dropped a pair of decisions, while the boys
basketball and hockey teams also fell short
on Friday. Chittenango and Cortland com-
bined to dampen Fulton’s playoff push as
the Raider girls were outscored 17-8 in the
fourth quarter against Chittenango on Fri-
day in a 45-38 loss. Leading 30-28 after three
quarters, the Raiders fell victim to a fast fin-
ish by a Bears cause paced by Kaitlin
Antelmi’s 25 points and a 14 point night
from Sara Pierce.
  Fulton’s tough finish carried over into
Saturday’s game as Cortland scored 21
points in each of the first two quarters to
cruise to a 68-42 win. Ashlynn Palmitesso
and Cheyanne Brien connected twice apiece
from beyond the arc to lead the way for
Fulton with 18 and 10 points respectively.
Maggie Brown had 25 points and 13 re-
bounds and Devon Tennant also had a
double-double for the Tigers with 12 points
and 12 rebounds as part of a 52 rebound
performance from the winners, who im-
proved to 10-2.
   The boys basketball team dipped to 4-9
on the season following a 49-34 loss to
Chittenango on Friday. The Bears pulled
away gradually by outscoring the Raiders
in every quarter while building leads of 12-
7 and 22-14 through the first two quarters
before making it 38-25 after three. Devin
Christopher and Wesley Burghardt led a bal-
anced Chittenango attack with 10 points each
as five players contributed at least seven
points toward the win. Nate Hudson led all
scorers with 20 points, but the Raiders could
manage just five other baskets as Mark Pol-
lock and Cody Dick followed up with four
point showings.
   Joe Tartaglia registered 24 saves and Zach
Gnatek broke a 1-1 deadlock with the only
goal of the third period as Whitesboro snuck
past Fulton 2-1 on Friday. Dylan Holden
connected on a pass from Jeff King as the
teams traded markers in the first period.
Brandon Ladd had 16 saves for Fulton.
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We lcome s GRB grad Natasha Humbert!
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Proud 20 Year sponsor of GRB Journalism

By Madeline Clark

Later start might be a benefit to everyone

Quote of the day:
“True friendship is like sound health, the

value of it is seldom known until it be lost.”

- Charles Caleb Colton

Submit yearbook photos online atSubmit yearbook photos online atSubmit yearbook photos online atSubmit yearbook photos online atSubmit yearbook photos online at
www.hjeshare.com  our school codewww.hjeshare.com  our school codewww.hjeshare.com  our school codewww.hjeshare.com  our school codewww.hjeshare.com  our school code

is: 3049668is: 3049668is: 3049668is: 3049668is: 3049668
WANTED: sports pictures!WANTED: sports pictures!WANTED: sports pictures!WANTED: sports pictures!WANTED: sports pictures!

It happens every day at six; like clockwork.
The alarm goes off and a drowsy hand sleep-
ily slams down on the snooze button. “Just
five more minutes” I promise myself. Those
cherished five minutes turn into fifteen and
then twenty. Soon it is 6:30 and I have mus-
tered up enough strength to pull myself away from the elusive com-
forters, just to stare at the reflection of a girl in the mirror who has
not had enough sleep.  “This early morning thing has got to end!”
   Judging by the withered looking souls in the morning here at G.
Ray Bodley High School, I would guess that this personal anecdote
isn’t so personal.  It seems to be a common occurrence to be a serial
sleepyhead here at the high school, and one can only wonder why
we are encouraged to rise at the crack of dawn. What is the point of
sitting in a class at 7:30 in the morning if all your mind is going to

do is drift away from reality and toward dream land? It’s not just an
observable truth, but a studied one as well. Counting more sheep
allows you to get more done; so why are we still stalking the halls
like the living dead?
   In a study done by the National Sleep Foundation in the 1990’s, it

seems natural for adolescents to stay up late at night and sleep late
into the morning and with its widespread occurrence here at GRB,
who could argue. Our biological clocks are not wired to function at
6 am; they are scheduled for a 9 am wakeup call.
   This study also has shown that 60 percent of children under 18
are sleep deprived, and 15 percent said it was likely that they would
fall asleep in class.
   I’m sure a later first bell might do some good for commuting
teachers as well! Starting later gives traveling educators a chance to
make it in at a reasonable hour. Allowing GRB students and teach-
ers allows them to make it to school awake and safely; which is
paramount in winter weather! Of course there are busing schedules
to compete with, but these can be adjusted.
   Knowing that elementary students start school at 8:30 am and
teenagers need to catch some natural z’s, it would seem logical to
start school here at GRB at perhaps 9:30.  BOCES students might
need to attend earlier, but this is something that could be worked
out. This would, of course, mean that we would have to stay later in
the day to keep up with a normal school schedule, but I personally
wouldnít mind. The point is simply this; perhaps we, as a district,
should reconsider the 7:30 wakeup call and start hitting the pillow
more. Our district prides itself on the importance of data, and stud-
ies have linked a later high school starting time with better perfor-
mance overall, so why not give it a shot?
   Not waking up at 6 am would present some scheduling snares,
but I believe the benefits would far outweigh the negatives. Starting
school at a later time compliments a student’s natural sleeping pat-
terns and allows them to be awake and ready for when they arrive.
It can also be thought of as a safety precaution for teachers and
students on the winter roads. Whatever the benefit; I think we could
all use a little more shut eye than what is allowed; so maybe we
should stop counting numbers at six in the morning and start count-
ing more sheep.
Information and statistics gathered here at http://
www.sleepfoundation.org
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Mild winter wreaks havoc on outdoor activities
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The Great Outdoors

By Daniel Summerville

Among residents of Central New York, there
is little doubt that this winter has been a mild
one to date. There have been a few storms, but
the snow does not really last for long. The tem-
perature can be in the single digits one day
and above forty the next. No one knows for
sure how long this mild weather will last, but
as January wears on people are starting to
wonder if winter is ever going to come to stay.
  This lack of snow may make it easier for people to keep their
driveways clear and their decks shoveled, but it is causing troubles
for quite a few people. There are a lot of activities that depend on
the snow and cold weather, including ice fishing, skiing,
snowmobiling, and snowboarding. Without snow and cold weather,
these popular pastimes cannot happen. No one is asking for a ter-
rible winter, but a foot or so of lasting snow and a few days of cold
weather to freeze waterways would be welcomed by many people.
   I live very close to a county snowmobile trail. In fact, part of the

trail runs across some of my fields. So far, there has been very little
activity on the track. The day that Fulton City Schools were closed
saw quite a few people taking advantage of the newly fallen snow,
but within two days, it had melted enough to make snowmobiling
impossible again. It takes quite a bit of snow for the windward sides
of hills to be completely covered. While the last snow storm pro-
vided a day or two of possible winter activities, the cold weather
did not last for long. There have been very few times while watch-
ing the news that the seven day forecast does not have a day where
the temperature is above forty.
   We have not seen much winter weather to date, but there are still
a few months to go before we are free and clear. It is yet to be seen
whether or not we will get much more snow, but winter is far from
over and no one can predict how hard we will be hit in the weeks
and months to come.

Police are hunting an absent-minded robber who accidentally
handed his gun to a cashier instead of a swag bag.
   The thief raided the Halifax bank in Cheapside in the City of
London and demanded £700,000 in cash, reports the Daily
Telegraph. But after making his demands, the man, wearing
shades and a flat cap, gave his gun to the cashier instead of a
bag.
   The male cashier froze as the crook realized his mistake and
made a grab for his gun before running off as the security shutters
came down. Bank staff immediately raised the alarm, but the
thief escaped after stealing a bank worker’s bike and pedaling
off.
   A police source said: “This man is not the sharpest tool in the
box. The guess is that he is very inexperienced and panicked
when he approached the cashier, handing over his gun instead
of a bag by mistake.”
   Bank bosses have now put up a £25,000 reward for information
about the robbery and police have also released CCTV of the
man just before he entered the bank on October 22.

          By Morgan Firenze

Living in Central New York in the middle of Lake Effect country,
we are accustomed to getting snow days, and during the winter many
students beg for them. When finding out the weather, you can hear
through the halls students wishing for snow days, and among this
you hear about the “rituals” for snow days. The other day someone
in the hallway said that they were going to put a pencil in the freezer.
The ridiculousness of that aside, it made me wonder what other
ridiculous rituals there are out there for snow days. Among the  most
common “rituals” are things such as:
1. Pajamas inside out and backwards
2. Put a spoon under your pillow.
3. Chant “I want snow, I want snow, I want snow” as you fall asleep.
4. Put ice in the toilets
   I have heard these all since I was a kid, as teachers or other adults
would say “If you want a snow day tomorrow do this,” and name
off some of the wacky superstitions. It’s funny how back then you
would do anything just to get a day off fromschool, so even though
it sounds crazy, some of us did it anyway. That’s probably how
these came to be, because there was no direct answer when I tried
to research. They seem to be just passed around from person to
child with alterations each time making all new insane rituals.
   When speaking about their snow day ritual, one student com-
mented that, “Oh, I have had much success, with that pencil in the
freezer stuff. It also helps if you run around the kitchen table.î” The
dancing around the kitchen table was a new one, but it wasn’t sur-
prising.
   So the next time you are yearning for a snow day, feel free to try
some of them out and share your outcomes!      By Sierra Maher

Time-tested snow-day rituals



Meteorology and you
By Carson Metcalf

Tonight: Tomorrow:

GRB senior Carson Metcalf is an aspiring Meteorologist and the
creator of the Central New York Weather Center @ www.centralnewyorkweather.com
Look for his daily weather forecasts for Fulton on RaiderNet Daily.

Today:

Coudy skies.

35º
Average: 15º

Record: -18º (1976)

PM heavy rain..

45º
Average: 31º

Record: 59º (1967)

Mostly cloudy with
a rain/snow shower.

42º
Average: 31º

Record: 61º (1953)
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"Going to take my

AP Calculus and

e c o n o m i c s

midterms!"

Hailey Ambach

What are you doing during Regents week?

Casey Fraser

"Working at Payless!"

Amber Raate

"Hanging with my

friend Neil!"

Robby Lagowski

"Hanging with my

mommy!"


