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On Tuesday, March 14, students 

will be pleased to enjoy a half-day 

of school due to a collaboration 

day. Students will be dismissed at 

10:30 a.m. In addition to this early 

dismissal, G.R.B. will also be 

hosting its third annual Career 

Day. 

 

Career Day is a very special event 

and will have its own special bell 

schedule. From 7:29 to 7:45, stu-

dents will report to Guided Study 

Hall (GSH). After that, students 

will attend four different half-hour 

sessions, each one about a differ-

ent career. There will be a five-

minute moving period between 

each session and the day will 

wrap-up with students once again 

reporting to GSH from 10:10 to 

10:30. 

In a recent memo from G.R.B.’s 

Career Day Task Force, it was 

noted that Career Day is important 

because “Career Day models the 

importance of transforming edu-

cation, an outlook our district and 

school has begun to embrace. Pre-

senters will emphasize the skills 

and knowledge needed to be suc-

cessful beyond high school that 

fall within the parameters of re-

spectful, responsible and safe be-

havior.” 

 

Many students are excit-

ed for Career Day. Sen-

ior Nicole Hansen said, 

“I love Career Day. Stu-

dents who don’t come to 

school really miss out 

because you can make 

so many good connec-

tions.”  

 

Guidance Counselor 

Mrs. Hyde said, “I be-

lieve Career Day is the 

spark that some kids 

need to not only keep 

them in school, but to 

give them motivation to 

be successful in 

the rest of their 

high school ca-

reer.  Our hope 

is that Career 

Day will open 

up many more 

options for stu-

dents and lead 

them to pursue a 

career that inter-

ests or inspires 

them.”  

 

An online sign-

up system was activated on Feb-

ruary 27 and will be active until 

March 6. Students can access the 

system by going to the Fulton 

City School District website, 

clicking the G. Ray Bodley link 

under Schools, and then clicking 

the Career Day 2017 link on the 

left-hand side of the page.  

Career Day Ahead 

Dan Cummings from NewsChannel 9 

presented at last year’s Career Day  

and will be returning again for  

this year’s event on March 14. 
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By Nicole Hansen 
 

Tuesday, February 14 was the 

varsity girls basketball senior 

night where they were triumphant 

against East Syracuse-Minoa 56-

48. The night celebrated the six 

Fulton seniors who have been 

playing together since sixth grade. 

The team warmed up for ten 

minutes, then paused for the sen-

ior night speeches. After the 

speeches, the team continued 

warm-ups for five minutes before 

doing the opening announcements 

and the national anthem.   

 

The start of the game was a little 

different from usual with two Ful-

ton seniors on the floor who have 

not had the season they wanted. 

Seniors Sydney Gilmore and Ni-

cole Hansen were allowed to 

warm up with the team and then 

took the court for the tip-off. Ful-

ton won the tip, then passed the 

ball down to Hansen for an un-

contested layup. After the shot, a 

timeout was called immediately 

to take Hansen out of the game as 

she is not cleared for contact.  For 

a trade off with ESM, Fulton then 

allowed a senior for the Spartans 

to score a layup as that player had 

not scored a basket yet this sea-

son.   

 

The Raiders played a slow first 

half being very stagnant on de-

fense. Going into halftime the 

Lady Raiders were down 26-16 

and after a very persuasive 

halftime speech from coach 

Derek Lyons, the girls were ready 

to get back into the game. High 

scorer of the game for Fulton was 

junior Erin Nicholson with 23 

points. Junior Mckenna Chesbro 

also chipped in 12 points. 

 

After the game, the whole team 

and their families met in the cafe-

teria for one last celebration. A 

slideshow made by one of the 

mothers of the team was played 

with pictures of the girls from 

their whole basketball careers.  It 

was an emotional, enjoyable night 

for the girls basketball program. 

 

This past weekend in Albany, 

New York, four of Fulton’s wres-

tlers took on the state tourna-

ment.    

 

Sophomore Thomas Hughes and 

seniors Wyatt Willis, A.J. Ya-

blonski, and Jarred Crucitti repre-

sented Fulton.  Hughes finished 

just one win short of a trip to the 

awards stand. 

 

With that, the 58th season of Ful-

ton Wrestling goes into the record 

books.  The team was OHSL 

League Champs, Section III Class 

A Champs, Section III Divisional 

Champs, and ranked #15 in New 

York State. 

 

(Information from Fulton  

Wrestling newsletter.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Run for Girls Basketball 

Pictured are the girls varsity basketball senior players before their 
senior night on February 14. Clockwise from top left are  

Brynn Waloven, Brittney Alton, Nicole Hansen,  
Aryelle Barbagallo, and Sydney Gilmore. 

Wrestling Season 

Wraps-Up 
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By Hunter Hubel 
 

Ever since the start of competitive 

sports, rivalries have been a huge 

part of the game. Rivalries are 

established in many ways, wheth-

er it be cross-town rivals, rivals 

due to previous heated exchanges, 

or even a rivalry constructed by 

the media. Often times, it is top 

teams competing for a champion-

ship years ago that creates the 

heated match-ups we watch on 

television or at the stadium/arena 

today. 

 

One of the most common and 

well-known rivalries is that of the 

MLB teams New York Yankees 

and Boston Red Sox. The two 

baseball teams have been battling 

it out on the diamond since 1901. 

In that span, the two teams have 

played a grand total of 2,193 

times, with the Yankees winning 

1,183 of those meetings. There 

have been many competitive 

games amongst the two at the top 

of the division, and this is very 

likely the reason that the two 

clubs have fought it out in intense 

rivalry matchups for so long. 

 

In some other sports, teams often 

have multiple rivals. This has be-

come more and more prominent 

across the pond in England in the 

English Premier League. One of 

the most famous rivalries of all 

time is between the two Manches-

ter teams, United and City, that 

face off in what is called the 

“Manchester Derby” whenever it 

is played. With recent history fa-

voring neither club, the two teams 

have been pretty evenly matched. 

The Derby’s overall record favors 

Manchester United 72-51-50 (W-

D-L), and the Premier League 

titles side with United 13 titles to 

Manchester City’s 2. 

 

So, why is all of this important? 

 

Without rivalries in sports, games 

would all be the same. Basketball 

players would lace up their shoes, 

play 48 minutes, and go home. 

Football players would run each 

set play like robots and whoever 

wins, wins. Rivalries in sports are 

what create emotion. They create 

the passion and love for the game. 

They give teams and fans a 

chance to mark certain dates on 

their calendar with “the big 

game” and count down the hours 

until kick-off, tip-off, or the first 

pitch. 

 

Having played multiple high 

school sports at G.R.B. for all 

four years of high school, college 

freshman Justin Hood feels very 

strongly about rivalries within 

sports. Hood said, "Rivalry 

matchups create an exciting at-

mosphere. They always keep fans 

on the edge of their seat." 

 

With myself playing what most 

would consider a “gentleman’s 

game,” one might assume that 

rivalries are not as prominent in 

golf. Yet, after playing for our 

school for four years, there is no 

doubt there are certain match-ups 

where the stakes are raised a bit 

more than an average day. 

 

Rivalries in sports have created 

some of the best and most enter-

taining sporting events that we, 

the fans, have seen in years. With 

new rivalries forming as easily as 

a scuffle under the basket, the 

sporting world is becoming more 

and more exciting with each pass-

ing day.  

-Opinion- 
Rivalries Add a New Dimension 

The two Manchester coaches, Jose Mourinho (left) and  
Pep Guardiola (right) are pictured during the Manchester Derby. 
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By Calinda Ceterski 
 

On Thursday, February 16, Raid-

er swimmers left school after sec-

ond bell for the big sectional meet 

at the Nottingham High School 

pool. The excitement and nerves 

that were expressed by Head 

Coach Lacey, along with all the 

swimmers, was immeasurable. At 

this meet, there were some mon-

umental events that will forever 

impact some of the swimmers.  

 

The only girl in the pool for Boys 

Class A Sectional swimming was 

sophomore Jenna Ruzekowicz. 

This is a tremendous feat as 

Ruzekowicz was able to make 

boy times. Ruzekowicz qualified 

in the 100 Butterfly with a time of 

1:06.67. At the sectional meet, 

Ruzekowicz swam an impressive 

1:07.87, notching her 26th place. 

As a sophomore, she has a long-

term goal of breaking the girls 

school record.  

 

While breaking records is a goal 

for Ruzekowicz, senior Ryan 

Morehouse achieved his goal at 

Sectionals, breaking Andrew Dis-

tin’s 100 Butterfly school record, 

with a time of 56.36. Morehouse 

was over the moon because this is 

something he has been striving 

for since his freshman 

year.  Morehouse placed fourth in 

this event and eleventh in the 100 

backstroke.    

 

Watertown Swimming and Div-

ing won Section III Class A Boys 

sectionals with 354.5 points. One 

of their swimmers, senior Mac-

lean Crossley, broke the Section 

III record along with the Class A 

record with the incredible 50 Free 

time of 20.37.  

 

The Red Raider Swimming and 

Diving team finished 10th out of 

13 teams with 97.5 points.  Other 

notable performances include the 

200 Medley Relay team of Nate 

Archer, Mark Tallents, Ryan 

Morehouse, and Ean Stevenson 

with a 6th place finish. Mark Tal-

lents finished 6th in the 200 Indi-

vidual Medley and 5th in the 100 

Breaststroke. Nate Archer fin-

ished 13th in the 100 Backstroke. 

Alex Semchenko finished 16th in 

the 100 Freestyle.   

 

Congratulations to the swimmers 

and divers for a great season. 

 

By Hunter Hubel 
 

At the start of every new season, 

sectionals is on the mind of every 

player on the roster, especially the 

seniors. The road to a sectionals 

birth is not always easy, but the 

players on the Fulton boys bas-

ketball team were ready for the 

challenge. 

 

With senior night behind them, 

and the season coming to an end, 

head coach Matt Kimpland shared 

his thoughts on the 2016-17 sea-

son. Although a 5-13 record is not 

what he had in mind, he was not 

entirely disappointed with the 

season.  

 

Coach Kimpland said, “Like I 

have told the team, we can’t fault 

the effort. I thought these guys 

worked extremely hard and bat-

tled adversity all year whether it 

be injuries, illness, etc.” 

 

Raider Swimmers Make a Splash at Sectionals 

Sophomore Jenna Ruzekowicz swam the 100 Butterfly  

at Sectionals on February 16. 

Boys Basketball 
Coach Weighs in 

on Season,  

Senior Night 

Continued on Page 5. Continued on Page 5. 
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Coach Kimpland was disappoint-

ed to not make sectionals, but 

sees progress for this team. “We 

have several underclassmen who 

got a lot of game experience this 

year, which we did not have com-

ing into this year.”  

 

Looking ahead to next season, 

Coach Kimpland sees a team that 

has a lot of potential, including a 

talented group coming from the 

Junior-Varsity squad. He said, 

“Coach Broderick and the JV 

team had a very successful season 

and we will have several sopho-

mores that will also be coming 

into this offseason looking for a 

role on this team.”  

 

Experience seemed to be a key 

factor for Coach Kimpland this 

season, as he noted multiple times 

that underclassmen got plenty of 

game time, something that they 

were not able to get in years prior. 

Following this season, Coach 

Kimpland and his staff will be 

working hard in the offseason, 

hoping to improve on this year’s 

record. Summer leagues and 

weekly practices await the incom-

ing players, as well as returners, 

with the Red Raiders ready to get 

back to work when the time 

comes. 

Five seniors were honored on Senior Night. From left to right,  
Frank Barbagallo, Gage McHenry, Nick Burrescia,  

Connor Broderick, and Kyle Perry. 

 

Continued from Page 4. 


